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Sexual Violence Bench Guide for Judicial Officers  
 

This bench guide was originally developed as the Sexual Offense Bench Guide by the 

Washington State Supreme Court Gender and Justice Commission in 2013, in 

collaboration with judicial officers, King County Sexual Assault Resource Center 

(KCSARC), the Washington State Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs (WCSAP), and 

law students.  

 

The 2018 edition updates all of the original chapters with new case law and statutory 

changes, and expands the guide to include chapters on civil sexual assault issues.1 It is the 

result of an extensive multi-year effort by judicial officers, attorneys, and law students to 

bring an updated, relevant, accessible resource on this important issue to Washington 

State judicial officers 

 

In 2021, Chapter 1 was updated to include more current and evolving research from 2021: 

How Gender and Race Affect Justice Now. Some of the Appendices to Chapter 9 were 

also updated consistent with significant legislative changes to the civil protection order 

law with the passage of HB 1320 and codification of the new Chapter 7.105 RCW.2 

 

In 2022, Chapter 9 was significantly revised consistent with Chapter 7.105 RCW, and 

additional appendices were added to include resources created by the E2SHB 1320 

Stakeholder Group. 

 

In 2023, Chapters 2, 3, and 9 were updated consistent with legislative changes and new 

case law. Chapter 10 was revised consistent with more current research, terminology, and 

best practices. Chapter 12 was updated consistent with updated guidance from federal 

agencies as well as new legislation, court rules, and rules of professional conduct. 3   

 

Updates and revisions to the Sexual Violence Manual for Judges are coordinated by the 

Gender and Justice Commission’s Domestic & Sexual Violence (DSV) Committee.  

 

The Commission expresses appreciation to the following individuals and entities that 

contributed their time and expertise to writing and revising both the original 2013 guide 

and this Sexual Violence Bench Guide for Judicial Officers. 

                                                      
1 This project was supported by subgrant No. F18-31103-218 awarded by the state administering office for 

the STOP Formula Grant Program. The opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in 

this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 

state or the U.S. Department of Justice, Office on Violence Against Women. Grant funds are administered 

by the Office of Crime Victims Advocacy, Community Services and Housing Division, Washington State 

Department of Commerce.  
2 This project was supported by Subgrant No. F19-31103-130 awarded by the state administering office for 

the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice's STOP Formula Grant Program. The 

opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are 

those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the state or the U.S. Department of Justice. 
3 This project was supported by Subgrant No. F22-31103-130 awarded by the state administering office for 

the Office on Violence Against Women, U.S. Department of Justice's STOP Formula Grant Program. The 

opinions, findings, conclusions, and recommendations expressed in this publication/program/exhibition are 

those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the state or the U.S. Department of Justice. 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/?fa=home.sub&org=gjc&page=Domestic&layout=2&parent=work
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2023 Content Revision: 

 Claire Carden, J.D., Northwest Justice Project 

 Quinn Dalan, J.D., Yakima County Volunteer Attorney Services 

 Megan Dawson, J.D., Dellino Family Law Group 

 Commissioner Terri Farmer, Pierce County Superior Court 

 Grace Huang, J.D., Asian Pacific Institute on Gender-Based Violence   

Sharon James, J.D., Washington State Office of the Attorney General 

Laura Jones, J.D., Project Coordinator, Washington State Supreme Court Gender 

     and Justice Commission 

Jenny Mashek, J.D., Northwest Immigrant Rights Project 

Judge André Peñalver, Pierce County Superior Court 

Judge Megan Valentine, Grays Harbor County District Court 

 

2022 Content Revision: 

 Yvonne Chin, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center 

 Laura Jones, J.D., Project Coordinator, Washington State Supreme Court Gender 

      and Justice Commission 

Sarah Mooney, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center 

Riddhi Mukhopadhyay, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center 

 Judge Marilyn Paja, Co-Chair, Washington State Supreme Court Gender and  

       Justice Commission, Kitsap County District Court 

Judge Jacqueline Shea-Brown, Co-Chair, Washington State Supreme Court Gender 

and Justice Commission’s Domestic and Sexual Violence (DSV) Committee, 

Benton/Franklin Counties Superior Court 

 

2021 Research & Content Revision: 

Laura Jones, J.D., Project Coordinator, Washington State Supreme Court Gender 

     and Justice Commission 

Claire Mocha, MPH 

 

2018 Research & Content Revision: 

Kelley Amburgey-Richardson, J.D., Senior Court Program Analyst, Washington 

 State Supreme Court Gender and Justice Commission 

Claudia Bayliff, J.D. 

Judge Elizabeth Berns, King County Superior Court 

Talcott Broadhead, MSW 

Claire Carden, J.D., Northwest Justice Project 

Yvonne Chin, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center 

Pam Dittman, Administrative Office of the Courts Washington State Supreme Court 

Gender and Justice Commission Domestic and  

 Sexual Violence (DSV) Committee 

 Grace Huang, J.D., Asian Pacific Institute on Gender Based Violence 

 Monte Jewell, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center 

 Laura Jones, J.D., Project Coordinator, Editor, King County Sexual Assault Resource  

  Center & Independent Consultant 

 Riddhi Mukhopadhyay, J.D., Sexual Violence Law Center  

 Erin Moody, J.D., Co-Chair, Washington State Supreme Court Gender and Justice  

  Commission Domestic and Sexual Violence (DSV) Committee 
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Judge Marilyn Paja, Vice Chair, Washington State Supreme Court Gender and  

 Justice Commission, Kitsap County District Court 

Judge Jackie Shea-Brown, Co-Chair, Washington State Supreme Court Gender and  

Justice Commission Domestic and Sexual Violence (DSV) Committee, 

Benton/Franklin Counties Superior Court  

Adie Sherwood, J.D., King County Sexual Assault Resource Center 

David Ward, J.D., Legal Voice 

Judge Dennis Yule, Retired, Editor, Benton/Franklin Counties Superior Court 

Law Students: 

 Asti Gallina, University of Washington School of Law 

 Alison Harper, University of Washington School of Law 

 Marlana Kuper, University of Washington School of Law 

 Madeline Lamo, University of Washington School of Law 

 Chloe Neely, New York University School of Law 

 Kelly Skahan, University of Washington School of Law 

 

2013 Edition Research & Content Revision:  

Kelley Amburgey-Richardson, J.D., Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs 

Claudia Bayliff, J.D.  

Judge Elizabeth Berns, King County Superior Court  

Judge Regina Cahan, King County Superior Court  

Laura Contreras, J.D., Northwest Immigrant Rights Project  

Pam Dittman, Project Coordinator, Administrative Office of the Courts  

Judge Joan DuBuque, King County Superior Court  

Theodore J. Hong, J.D., Bailiff for Judge Schapira  

Laura Jones, J.D., King County Sexual Assault Resource Center 

Judge Carol Schapira, Project Manager, King County Superior Court  

Judge Catherine Shaffer, King County Superior Court  

Judge T.W. “Chip” Small, Chelan County Superior Court  

Judge Dennis Yule, Retired, Editor, Benton/Franklin Counties Superior Court 

Externs for Judge Schapira:  

 Aaron Birk, University of Illinois Law School  

 Sarah Kelly, Seattle University School of Law  

 Aaron Tracy, University of Idaho Law School  

Law Students:  

 Kathleen Kline, University of Washington School of Law  

 Emily Nelson, University of Washington School of Law  

 Rosa Pazhouh, University of Washington School of Law  

 Abigail Pearl, University of Washington School of Law  

 Alanna Peterson, University of Washington School of Law  

 Walter Smith, University of Washington School of Law 

 


